
Minutes 
Appalachian Authors Guild 

A Chapter of the Virginia Writer’s Club 

Forum and Board Meeting 

Tuesday, April 18th, 2017 

 

Time and Place: 

The board members of the Appalachian Authors Guild met on Tuesday, April 18, 2017 at the 
Washington County Public Library in Abingdon, Virginia.  The meeting took place from 1:00-3:00 
pm. 

 

Attendance: 

President Vicki Fletcher, Vice President J.C. Schweingrouber, Secretary Jami McDonald, 
Treasurer Jack Rose, and AAG members Linda Dobkins, Linda Hoagland, and Sylvia Nickels .  

 

Call to Order: 

President Vicki Fletcher called the meeting to order. 

 

Reports: 

 A motion was made, seconded, and carried to accept the minutes of the board meeting 
on February 14, 2017, and the general meeting on March 14, 2017, as written by Jami 
McDonald and distributed by Vicki Fletcher. 

 Treasure Jack Rose reported that we have $1,176.27 in our checking account (as of April, 
18, 2017). A check has been written to Dr. Jesse Graves for $50.00. Recently paid Guild 
membership dues have given our treasure’s fund a boost. If you have not paid your dues 
for 2017, yet, the board encourages you to do so.  

 Jack also provided us with a copy of the AAG schedule for the Virginia Highlands Festival 
(July 28 – August 6, 2017, in Abingdon, VA). Weekend spots at our writers’ table are 
filling up quickly, Saturday July 29th is now closed, but there are still plenty of spaces 
open during the weekdays. If you are interested in selling your books at the AAG table 
during the Highlands Festival, please let Jack know as soon as possible. The registration 
fee is $30 per day to secure a spot at our Guild’s table. 

 Sylvia is in charge of our Guild Tidings and encourages anyone who has something they 
would like to add to the tidings to contact her at mscribe@aol.com.  

 The title for our anthology will be Mountain Mist: Creations from the Appalachian 
Author’s Guild. The AAG board is planning to organize the anthology in time that it can 
be sold at the Virginia Highlands Festival as a fundraiser. Only one anthology will be 
created, but holiday themed poems and stories will be included. If you have not 
submitted anything yet, please consider doing so. Short stories, poetry, and nonfiction 
should be less than 3,000 words. Only one entry per category is preferred, but more 
may be reconsidered if space allows for more selections. The deadline is May 1st. The  
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cost of the anthology for paid members is $5 dollars in person or $7 dollars via mail 
(with a $2 shipping fee). At events for fundraising purposes, we will be asking the 
general public for $10.  

 We also discussed future fundraising ideas such as selling guild bags, stylus pens, and t-
shirts. Vicki is looking into a cafepress.com account for ideas about our future 
fundraising needs. 

 The board revisited the idea that the guild needs to have their own nonprofit status. JC 
is going to do some research into how we can achieve this.    

  The following dates/times/locations are for our remaining meetings in 2017. Lunch will 
accompany the general meetings that are underlined, so please let Vicki know if you 
plan to attend. This will help the restaurants/caterers prepare for the appropriate 
number of guests.   

 

 May 9th – SWVCC in Richlands, 11:30 am – 1:30 pm, with guest speaker Justin Trout.  

 June 13th – Abingdon Library, 1 pm – 3 pm, Board Meeting.  

 July 11th – Bristol Golden Corral, 11:30 am – 1:30 pm, Speaker Dylan Pratt, Scott 
Pratt’s son, will speak about marketing. 

 August – NO meeting due to the Virginia Highlands Festival 

 September 12th – Lebanon Bonanza, 11:30am-1:30pm, with guest speaker Rita 
Quillen. 

 October 10th – Abingdon Library, 1 pm – 3 pm, Board Meeting  

 November 14th – Abingdon Shoney’s, 11:30 am – 1:30 pm, with guest speaker Leigh 
Ann Hoover. At this meeting, we will announce the 2018 officers.  

 

Adjournment: 

The meeting was adjourned by President Vicki Fletcher. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Jami McDonald, secretary 


