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AAG Mission Statement 
 

The mission of the Appalachian 
Authors Guild, a Chapter of the 
Virginia Writers Club, is to support 
and promote literary art throughout 
the Appalachian region, to encourage 
writers and authors to both preserve 
and build upon the literary history 
and heritage of the Appalachian 
region and to provide opportunities 
for readers to experience the joy of 
meeting our people, visiting our 
beautiful region and understanding 
the wealth of our culture through 
literary art. 

 
 
 

 
Notes from the President 

WRITING CONTESTS - WHY? 
 

I like to write. I had spent my life wishing, dreaming, and hoping 
I could be a published writer. 

It isn't easy to sell an article or short story to a national magazine, 
I should know because I've been trying to do that for  years. I've sold 
three small items, letters actually, that earned me fifty dollars each 
from McCall's. 

It isn't easy to get someone to look at your novel. I should know 
because I've written eleven mystery novels, seven nonfiction books, 
and two collections. I have done all of that without the services of an 
agent. I did look for an agent but I stumbled into a fraudulent scam 
that cost me money and I definitely did not receive any results that 
were good. 

It is really easy to become discouraged. I know about that, too. I 
suffer from depressive discouragement at least once a week. I've been 
there. I've done that. Now, I want to shoot for higher goals. 

In order to keep my pen sharp and ready to attack the page, I 
need a reason to do so. To keep me going, to keep me on my toes, I 
search for reasons to write. I write something new and enter every 
local writing competition or contest I can scrounge up from the local 
newspapers. I rewrite one of my pieces again and again and enter it 
into a national competition that I have managed to locate in the 
writing magazines or on the Internet. I've even entered several 
international competitions and have been somewhat successful. 

Almost all the contests/competitions require a money payment to 
cover reading fees or the funds are used to create the winnings. 
Although I would like to enter every contest I find, I can't because the 
fees mount up to a bundle of money every month. Many of the contest 
entry fees start at figures that are entirely too high for the amateur 
and they appear to be rising so I try to keep my entry fees to twenty 
dollars or less per entry. Of course, there are a few exceptions where 
the entry fee can be larger, but those are well known, reputable 
contests that would be very prestigious for the winner to place 
anywhere in the rankings. Sometimes I don't have the money to enter 
any of the contests within a given month and that's when I get really 
aggravated. It would be nice to have more contests that don't require 
an entry fee. 

Cont'd page 3 
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Upcoming! 
AAG General Meeting 

July 14, 2015 
 

Please email Linda Hoagland 
by July 13, 2015 if you plan to 
attend the meeting. 

 
Shoney's 
480 Cummings St. 
Abingdon, VA 

 
 

AAG has a Blog, 
Facebook page , and is on 

Twitter 
 

 
 

 
 
June Business Mtg. Minutes 
 
May Gen. Mtg. Minutes 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Shoney's Restaurant 
480 Cummings St. 

Abingdon, VA 
General Meeting 

July 14, 2015 - 11:30am 
 

Speaker 
 

 
Rob Merritt 

 
A native of North Carolina, Rob Merritt came to Bluefield 

College in 1990, after completing his PhD at the University of 
Kentucky where he focused on British and American Modernism and 
completed a dissertation about Ezra Pound and music.  He is 
interested in the interrelation of the arts, and in his literature classes 
he often uses examples of music and painting to help explain the 
stylistic choices made by writers of a given period. 

Dr. Merritt is a poet who has been published in a variety of 
journals.  He has published two books: Landscape Architect (2006) 
and The Language of Longing (2012).  In these books, he is interested 
in the power of place and the continual search for home.  His poems 
demarcate journeys through West Virginia, North Carolina, Virginia, 
Maine, Oregon, Florida, Spain, Ireland, and China.  His writing often 
concerns how the sensibilities of Appalachia can engage with other 
consciousnesses for a global synthesis of growth and acceptance. 

Dr. Merritt is Director of the Honors Program at Bluefield 
College and faculty advisor for The Bluestone Review, the college 
literary magazine he founded in 1992. 

 
 

Virginia Highlands Festival 2015 
July 31st to August 9th 

 
http://www.vahighlandsfestival.org/ 

 
Have you requested your day(s) yet? 

jackrussellrose1@gmail.com 
 

We will have space for 5 or 6 authors each day. The fee to 
participate will be $25 per day for current AAG Members. Non-
members will be considered, subject to AAG Board approval and will 
pay a higher rate. 
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Notes from the President (con’t'd from pg 1)  

Spotlight Opportunities  
 I have won a few of the contests I've entered. Winning is the 

reason I will continue to enter my writings and continue writing. I 
needed a reason to do what I've always loved to do. Contests along 
with the flashing moment of recognition are the reasons I have 
found to allow me to hang onto my writing life. If you need a reason 
to write, enter a contest. It really is a fun and exciting thing to do 
especially if you win. 

AAG member Gina McKnight invites 
all members to interview for her blog 
about their writing and books. Her 
blog is –Riding and Writing 

http://ginamc.blogspot.com/ 
Links to books may be posted, etc. 

She would like a brief bio and links in 
the initial request, if available, to read 
so she can ask appropriate 
questions. She sends the questions 
and the person responds via email. 

 
Linda Hoagland, President 
Appalachian Authors Guild 
 mailto:gmcknight11@gmail.com 

  
  Book Signing  

Saturday, August 22, 2015 JC Schweingrouber, Appalachian 
Authors Guild member, and others 
have formed a nonprofit group, The 
Foundation For Appalachian 
Advancement. He invites AAG 
authors to talk to them about the 
possibility of being featured on their 
website as "Artist of the Month." 
Contact 

11:00AM to 3:00PM 
June H. Brown 

Tazewell County Visitor Center 
276-322-1345 

1-800-588-9401 
 

JC Schweingrouber 
http://www.supportappalachia.org/ 
(Foundation For Appalachian 
Advancement) 

Limited to Tazewell County residents or those in surrounding 
counties which are not too far away, please include a mailing 
address when you send your request. The organizers ask that 
requests to participate include a short biographical sketches for 
publicity purposes. 

  
  

North Carolina Literary Festival  
  

http://cmlitfest.org/ Helpful Links 
  
Our mission is to bring together 
authors, readers of all ages, novice 
writers, listeners and learners in 
small, intimate settings. We are a 
festival of readers who appreciate 
discussing the ideas in literature. 

There is a Markets Database on this website: 
 

Writing for Dollars 
 

 
  Preditors & Editors  
 Writing Classes 

A guide to publishers and publishing services since 1997. Hosted by  
 http://www.writersvillage.com/index.p

hp/membership-information The Critters Writers Workshop 
  

which is a reputable online critique website which has been around 
for many years. Members must give critiques in order to receive 

critiques. Sections available in all genres. 

(Editor) My first online short story 
was published in this website's ezine. 
Unfortunately the ezine is no longer 
published.  


